The case for hospice care in long-term care environments.
Hospice care typically is underused in long-term care facilities. Although these programs do provide other quality services, routine measurement of important parameters of end-of-life care, such as pain control, dyspnea, and spiritual and psychosocial issues, should also occur. Health care providers working in long-term care facilities should be held accountable for high-quality care for dying residents. In this environment, the benefits of hospice or hospicelike services may become immediately apparent. Continued attention to changes in the Medicare Hospice Benefits to improve patient access to hospice services and health care delivery for those living in long-term care facilities is warranted.